imvaNa
Some of the students were doubtful about the efficacy
of Mantra Japa. One day they came to Ganapati to discuss
the usefulness of spiritual pursuits. Ganapati was then resting
after Japa. He asked the students to allow him rest for a
moment and keeping his Japamala aside, he lay with eyes
closed. Immediately, one of the students, surprised them all,
by chanting with eyes closed, the same mantra that Ganapati
had been meditating upon. After a few minutes, Ganapati
sat up and smiling took up the Japamala in to his hands. The
student who was chanting the mantra, stopped the chanting
and opened his eyes, as abruptly as he had started chanting.
The students could not even remember the wording of the
mantra that he chanted aloud. All their doubts about the
efficacy of mantra were dispelled. Another incident also
established the fact that Ganapati had p-sychic powers.
Headmaster Raghavachari returned from a pilgrimage to
Ghatikachalam (Sholingpur)and began describing the vaious
shrines there. Ganapati, who had not so far seen
Ghatikachalam, broke into sweet verses in praise of the deities
of Ghatikachalam and a desciiption of the shrines.

The students of Chittoor heard about these incidents
and thought that a movement like the "Vandemataram", could
be effectively launched by this saint-like pandit to free India
from foreign domination. They requested him to initiate
them. They even suggested the formation of a divine army
under his leadership.

While Ganapati was pleased with the enthusiasm of
these students, he found this popularity embarassing. But
how could he shake off these youngsters clinging to ideas
difficult to translate into action? If they were not guided
properly they were sure to join a violent movement. The move
of the Chittoor students came to be known to students of
Vellore and Madras. They all began looking to Ganapati for
a dynamic and spiritual lead. So Ganapati formed in 1906 an
association with about forty students as members. When they
asked for a Mantra which would give them power to free the
motherland, he devised a Mantra 'Umaam Vandemaataram'
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